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LIDAY ARDSHIPS
 
OUR PET'S HEALT
 

CONSIDER THE EXPENSE AND
 
DANGERS TO YOUR DOGS
 

WHILE ENTERTAINING
 

By: Kimberly Funk, Owner of Molly Maid of NE & NW Albuquerque, dog mom 
and spokeswoman for PACA (People's Anti-Cruelty Association) 

Clean the Carpets and Rugs. Think about having your carpet and rugs 

As you begin your holiday preparations, don't forget to plan for your 

furry friends, too! The holidays are a time for giving, but there are some 

things you should not share with your pets. There are many common 

household products and holiday items that can pose a potential hazard 

to your pets. Many items that can be ingested could lodge in the throat, 

stomach and intestinal tract. 

Some of the more common holiday hazards include: 

• Bones (avoid chicken or turkey bones) 
• Holiday plants, Christmas trees and pine needles (holly and mistletoe are 

extremely poisonous if ingested, poinsettias may cause gastric problems and 

tree water with fertilizer can cause vomiting or diarrhea) 

• Electrical cords 
• Candles (keep safely out of the reach of paws, whiskers, and talis, as can be 

chewed and also knocked down causing a hot wax or fire hazard) 

• Ornaments (watch shiny or string objects like tinsel and ribbons) 

• Fatty foods and candy (not good for your pet's waistline) 

With friends and fami~y coming and going, watch for open doors that 

may allow acurious pet into a room they are usually forbidden to enter or 

even worse allows you,r pets to wander outside unsupervised. Make sure 

they have updated collars and tags on and if possible have them Micro 

chipped. If you have not already, install child safety locks on cabinets 

that contain cleaning supplies, paints, and medicines (even hand soap 

and toothpaste can harm dogs and cats). Ask guests to keep an eye 

out for pets under foot and remind them that sometimes your normally 

friendly dog or cat may be less than enthused to deal with overfriendly 

children and rooms of unfamiliar people. Provide a special quiet place 

with a blanket and fresh water for your pets to retreat to when the fes­

tivities get too stressful. Try to give your pet some focused attention to 

keep them calm, relaxed. and less likely to misbehave. 

As pet lovers, we are lucky to be constantly lavished with unconditional 

love and companionship from our furry friends. We likely overlook the 

hair, dust, dander and odors that come with them as part of the family, 

but your holiday guests may not be as understanding. Here are some 

cleaning tips to help your guests enjoy their time in your home. Don't 

forget to check all cleaning products that will be used in your home. and 

verify that they are pet safe! 

professionally cleaned. Both hold stains and dirt and are a source of 

odors and other pollutants that are not visible. They will look and smell 

tons better if professionally cleaned. You can certainly rent equipment 

and do it yourself; but unless you've done this kind of cleaning before, 

trying it for the first time just before the guests arrive may not be the 

best idea, and could possibly end up costing more with results that are 

not as good. 

up to avoid having hair come off on your guests' clothes (even if your 

pets are not allowed on the furniture, make sure to look low where they 

might have rubbed against your furniture). 

Clean the Air. Avoid any embarrassing pet odors by looking into a high 

efficiency particle arresting (HEPA) air purifier to remove airborne hair, 

fur, dander and odors. Cleaning the air is a great way to freshen your 

home every day, but particularly on special occasions. 

Engage a Home Cleaning Service. Having a cleaning service come in 

and clean your home before your guests arrive is a real treat and a fair 

exchange for all the extra work that hosting the gathering creates. You 

are able to hire most professional companies to clean as little or as much 

as you need and you will be surprised at the affordability. Having some­

one else clean your home will free up your time to focus on the other 

important details. Remember that open buckets of cleaner, bleach and 

especially sweet smelling cleaners left available to your pets are acci­

dents waiting to happen. 

The best pet and cleaning tip I can offer is: let someone else do the dirty 

work, and go have fun with your pet. You love your pets, go play! .1. 

Clean Windows. If your pets are like mine, you have "doggy 

nose prints" on your windows and sliding glass doors. Be sure 

to clean these, particularly in the rooms where your guests 

will spend most of their time. As pet owners we may find 

their signature mark endearing, but others may not see them 

as being so appetizing from across the table. 

Clean and Vacuum Upholstered Furniture. Make sure you 

clean your furniture. especiailly if there is an odor. Vacuum pet 

hair and dander with the soft brush attachment. and finish by 

using a lint roller to remove anything the vacuum doesn't pick 
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